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ABSTRACT:

The article presents the key directions of French foreign policy during the reign 
of Louis XIV (1643-1715). The research focus was on the most representative 
elements of French foreign policy, especially diplomatic and military activities, 
with which Louis XIV tried to establish the absolute hegemony of France in 
Europe. The paper predominantly relies on contemporary literature, through 
which the position of France in European politics is explained, the most im-
portant military and diplomatic activities are analyzed, and the importance of 
the internal organization of the French state in these processes is pointed out. 
Apart from a detailed analysis of Louis XIV's military and diplomatic activities 
in which he tried to create conditions for the establishment of French suprem-
acy in Europe, a special research focus was placed on the model of the so-called 
reunionist policy of the French king, with which he tried to unite the territories 
of the German states and the Spanish kingdom.

KEYWORDS: 

Louis XIV; France; Spanish heritage; Reunionism; Europe; Foreign policy; War;



MONTENEGRIN JOURNAL FOR SOCIAL SCIENCES • Volume 8. 2024. Issue 1. • 85

SAŽETAK:

U članku su predstavljeni ključni pravci francuske spoljne politike u vrijeme 
vlasti Luja XIV (1643–1715). Istraživački fokus je na najreprezentativnijim ele-
mentima spoljne politike Francuske, posebno diplomatskim i vojnim aktivnos-
tima, kojima je Luj XIV pokušavao da uspostavi apsolutnu hegemoniju Fran-
cuske u Evropi. Rad se dominantno oslanja na savremenu literaturu, kroz koju 
se objašnjava pozicija Francuske u evropskoj politici, njen odnos sa drugim 
državama, analiziraju najznačajnije vojne i diplomatske aktivnosti, ukazuje na 
značaj unutrašnje organizacije francuske države u ovim procesima. Osim detal-
jne analize vojnih i diplomatskih aktivnosti Luja XIV kojima je pokušavao stvor-
iti uslove za uspostavljanje francuske prevlasti u Evropi, poseban istraživački 
fokus je stavljen na model takozvane rеuniоnističke pоlitike francuskog kralja, 
kojom je pokušavao da prisajedini tеritоriјe njemačkih država i španske kral-
jevine.
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